
CITY OF PIEDMONT
CALIFORNIA

April 2, 2020 

RE: Construction Activities in the City of Piedmont  

In the continued efforts to halt the spread of the COVID-19 virus in our community the Alameda 
County Health Officer issued Order 20-04 Dated March 31, 2020 effective11:59 p.m. March 31, 
2020 through 11:59 p.m. May 3, 2020 (the “County Health Order”). Construction activity in the 
City of Piedmont is subject not only to the Governor’s state-wide shelter in place order but also 
all additional restrictions in the County Health Order. The County Health Order is available:  

http://www.acphd.org/2019-ncov/shelter-in-place.aspx 

At this time, County Health Order Section 13.f.v allows that construction work may continue 
only if it falls within one of the following categories: 

1. Projects immediately necessary to the maintenance, operation, or repair of Essential 
Infrastructure (as defined in the County Health Order);  
2. Projects associated with Healthcare Operations, including creating or expanding 
Healthcare Operations, provided that such construction is directly related to the COVID-19 
response;  
3. Affordable housing that is or will be income-restricted, including multi-unit or mixed-use 
developments containing at least 10% income-restricted units;  
4. Public works projects if specifically designated as an Essential Governmental Function by 
the lead governmental agency;  
5. Shelters and temporary housing, but not including hotels or motels;  
6. Projects immediately necessary to provide critical non-commercial services to individuals 
experiencing homelessness, elderly persons, persons who are economically disadvantaged, 
and persons with special needs;  
7. Construction necessary to ensure that existing construction sites that must be shut down 
under this Order are left in a safe and secure manner, but only to the extent necessary to do 
so; and  
8. Construction or repair necessary to ensure that residences and buildings containing 
Essential Businesses are safe, sanitary, or habitable to the extent such construction or repair 
cannot reasonably be delayed. 

For projects that must stop construction, the County Health Order allows contractors to do a 
minimal amount of additional work to keep the project safe and to protect any already 
completed work from damage from the elements, which may include installing security fencing, 
temporary shoring of roof and wall framing, covering excavations, and similar activities. 
Remove portable toilet facilities from the site until work resumes on the project. If such work 
cannot be completed by April 6, 2020, please contact the Building Official, Craig Griffin, at 
cgriffin@piedmont.ca.gov.  
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The County Health Order clarifies that it can be enforced by law enforcement and violations 
may subject individuals to fine or imprisonment. Additionally, noncompliance with applicable 
law may be a basis for revocation of permits. These remedies are only meant as a last resort, 
but they have been put in place to emphasize the seriousness of the County Health Order. 

We look forward to your cooperation in this effort to continue the Public Health Department’s work 
to “flatten the curve” of the COVID-19 virus spread in our community and the nation. If you need 
more information on securing your project site, please do not hesitate to contact me. The Building 
Department Code Enforcement Officers and the Piedmont Police Department may conduct patrols to 
confirm the Order is being followed. 

Please keep yourself, your family and your community safe by following the Shelter-in-Place 
guidelines. 

Sincerely, 

Craig Griffin 
Building Official 

Cc: Sara Lillevand, City Administrator 
 Kevin Jackson, Director of Planning & Building 
 Chester Nakahara, Director of Public Works 
 Chief Jeremy Bowers, Piedmont Police Department 
 Chief Bret Black, Piedmont Fire Department 


